60                        COMMERCIAL CRISES
States are about to feed the world, not only with wheat
and provisions, but with meat also, that they are to fur-
nish coal and iron to mankind, that they are to displace all
the older countries as exporters of manufactures, that they
are to furnish the world's supply of the precious metals,
and I know not what all besides, I am forced to ask what
is the rest of the world going to do for us?   What are they
to give us besides tea, coffee, and sugar?    Not ships, for
we will not take them and are ambitious to carry away all
our products ourselves.   Certainly this is the most remark-
able absurdity into which we have been led by forgetting
that trade is an exchange.   Neither can any one well ex-
pect that all mankind are to come and live here.   The con-
ditions of a large migration do, however, seem to exist.   A
migration of population is still a very unpopular idea  in
all the older states.    The prejudice against it is apparent
amongst Liberals and Tories,  economists and sentimen-
talists.    There is, however, a condition which is always
suppressed in stating the social problem as it presents itself
in hard times.   That problem, as stated, is: "How are the
population to find means of support?" and the suppressed
condition is: "if they insist on staying and seeking support
where they are and in pursuits to which they are accus-
tomed/5   The hardships of change are not for one moment
to be denied, but nothing is gained by sitting down to whine
about them.   The sentimental reasons for clinging to one's
birthplace may be allowed full weight, but they cannot be
allowed to counterbalance important advantages.   I do not
see that any but land owners are interested to hold popula-
tion in certain places, unless possibly we add governing
classes and those who want military power.   When I read
declamations   about  nationality   and  the  importance   of
national divisions to political economy (observe that I do
not say to political science), I never can find any sense in
them, and I am very sure that the writers never put any
sense into them*